
Support Your Partner! 

You probably learned as a beginner that you need 4 cards in a suit to support partner unless 

you know partner’s suit is 5+ cards. This is not the whole story. Read on. 

Whenever you open one of a minor suit and partner replies with one of a major suit, your 

best option is likely to be raising partner’s suit when you hold a minimum hand, 3 card 

support and a side suit shortage. 

As Opening bidder you open 1♣ on any of the following hands: 

 A B C D E 

 ♠ Q102 ♠ K73 ♠ K73 ♠ KQ106 ♠ K73 

 ♥ AK84 ♥ 85 ♥ 1075 ♥ 1075 ♥ A5 

 ♦ 54 ♦ AQ7 ♦ AQ7 ♦ J5 ♦ AQ7 

 ♣ A864 ♣ K9653 ♣ K965 ♣ AK96 ♣ AQ953 

Hands A, B, C and D are all balanced with 12-14 points and after opening 1♣ your rebid will 

show a balanced minimum opening. 

Partner responds 1♠ on all these hands. 

With hands A and B your rebid should be 2♠. Your partner needs to understand that the 

single raise of a major in this sequence can also mean 3 card support and a doubleton or 

singleton. Neither of the above hands is suitable for a 1NT rebid and bidding clubs again 

should show a 6 card suit. 

With hand C the recommended rebid is 1NT. You have 3 card support, but no shortage. 

Failure to raise partners major suit strongly implies that while you may have 3 card support 

you do not also hold a side suit shortage. 

How should responder continue after opener has bid 2♠? 

With a minimum hand: Pass and learn to play a Moysian Fit. The 4-3 fit is named after 

Alphonse Moyse Jr 1898-1973. 

With an invitational or better hand: 

 With 4 cards in your major you will probably prefer to play in NT if partner is 

supporting you with a 3 card suit. You can find out by bidding NT or other 

sensible bid at the appropriate level. These bids mean: Partner, if you have 4 

card support for my major suit please bid it again. Otherwise pass or bid NT. 

 With a 5+ card major, bid or invite game in the major suit. You do not need to know 

if partner has 3 or 4 card support. 

 

Opposite hand D, partner responds 1♥. You have 3 card support and a doubleton – but on 

this hand you should now bid your spades as you don’t want to miss a possible 8 card spade 



fit. As the auction develops further you should get a chance to show the heart support. And 

at partner’s next turn, his (her) best bid may be to support you by bidding 2♠ when holding 

3 spades and a side suit shortage. 

On hand E, you have 3 card support and a doubleton. But your priority for your rebid on this 

hand is to show your 19 high card points. Your recommended rebid is 2NT, a game 

invitation. NOT 3♠ which would guarantee 4 card support! My partnerships play that any 

further bid by responder after 2NT is forcing to game so if you have a 5-3 spade fit you 

should still find it. 

The concept of supporting with 3 cards when partner may hold only 4 is not new. It has 

been discussed extensively in bridge literature since 1924. 

Hands that lend themselves to this treatment come up regularly, several times each session. 

Hand A is from a real game, where those who rebid 1NT made 5 tricks and scored 30%. The 

2♠ bidders made their contract and scored at least 80%. 

 

The defense against a Moysian fit is very interesting. When the short hand has 3 low trumps 

best defense is likely to be leading trumps, planning to remove the 3 trumps in dummy 

before declarer can use them for ruffing. When the short hand has high trumps, best 

defense may be to force declarer to use the high trumps for ruffs as this can promote a trick 

for a defender holding 10xxx, Jxx or Qx in trumps. These are opposite defense strategies and 

you don’t know which (if either) is best until after you have made the opening lead and seen 

dummy. 


